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Dear Reader, 

Thanks for checking back in with The 
Viking Tribune. We hope you’ve enjoyed 
all of our issues so far. Remember, if 
you are not in the subscriber’s group, 
you can still find issues on the Upper 
Merion Area Middle School website 
through the activities tab. There are 
even articles still available from last 
year. Thanks for your support of our 
newspaper, and have an awesome 
spring break!

Sincerely, 
Viking Tribune Writers
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The Girl that Got Her Revenge Part 3

By: Erin Bartley, 7th Grade - Mariners

          Once they were finally ready to post her new debut 
song , Brynn started to get extremely anxious. “What if 
people didn’t like it? Why would people want to listen to 
her music?” But she knew that she was finally ready. She 
had finally posted it. Brynn just watched the view count 
and amount of likes go up and up. Brynn knew that she 
had just posted a hit song in only a couple of hours 

A couple days after she had posted it, “Snowflake” became 
number one on the “Billboard Top 100” and received 10 
million streams only 3 days after it was posted. People 
also started to recognize her since her song became a 
massive hit. Brynn could literally be walking to the grocery 
store and somebody would ask for her autograph. 

It has been a couple of years since Brynn had become a 
huge pop star, she was going on tour left and right and 
selling out arenas for people to see her shows. But she still 
hasn’t forgotten about her childhood home that she got 
kicked out of in Augusta, Maine.  

She decided that she wanted to check in with her family 
and visit her old family home. Once she moved out, she 
never called her family or was even in touch with them at 
all. Brynn just decided to make this spontaneous trip to 
Maine on her own freewill. After she got off the plane, 
Brynn got a ride to finally get to her house and visit her 
family. She knew that her family would never move out of 
their house because it was their dream house and cost a 
lot. Brynn stepped up to the porch and rang the doorbell 
and just as she expected, Brynn saw her brother Nate. 

She was stunned on how much her younger brother had 
grown, but she was still able to recognize from a mile 
away. Brynn thought that he would recognize her 
immediately just like she did with him, but it looked like he 
never knew her at all. Brynn said to him, “How come you 
don’t recognize your poor sister that you blamed 
everything on throughout our whole childhood.” Nate was 
shocked, he thought that he would never see his sister 
ever again but there she was standing right in front of him. 
Nate ran up to her and just hugged her and started to ball 
his eyes out. Brynn was taken back. She thought that her 
brother wanted her gone more than anything but turns 
out she was wrong.  

Nate just wanted his sister back more than anything. After 
she left, he told his parents that he was the one that broke 
everything around the house and said that he deeply 
regrets it. He said, “I know an apology will probably not 
change your mind, but I am deeply sorry for the way I 
treated you in the past. Also Mom and Dad told me that if 
you ever come back they also want to apologize, so could 
you please stay for a little while with your family.” Brynn 
knew that he meant what he said but also she thought 
back to all the horrible things she had to go through 
because of her brother. But she knew that now he has 
grown as a person and that she decided to forgive him. 

Brynn accepted his apology and decided to head inside 
the house. It looked pretty different from the way it was 
back then.  When she lived with them, it just had pictures 
of Nate around the house but now it had pictures of them 
together as a whole family. As she went into the kitchen 
she saw both of her parents. Once her parents saw her, 
they both started to cry. She didn’t see her parents in 
many years so their reunion was very emotional. Just like 
Nate, they apologized and of course she accepted it like 
Nate’s.  



Their family bond had grown stronger over the years past 
and also Brynn’s fame has too. She became a world 
renowned singer and got to chase her dream. Brynn even 
won multiple awards for her singing. All of her speeches 
she thanked one special person to her. No, it isn’t her 
producer or her brother (she did still thank them though). 
It was her grandmother. The person that gave her the 
passion for her singing. Brynn knew that she was super 
proud of her accomplishments. But the last thing that she 
said at her latest award show was, “I was the girl that got 
her revenge.” 
 

The End 

!

Your Daily Dose of Poetry
By Evan Wang, 8th Grade - Andor

i wish i could 
free the fluttering inside this 
sky-blue heart 
and let the seagulls burst out of 
its cage within me 
to ride the wind towards 
the horizon where the roof of the world 
blends into the gold of the sun 
and the white of its free innocence 
 
sky-blue heart - Evan Wang   

Meaning: This poem was written when I was extremely 
bothered by isolation. I felt this uneasy knot in my chest 
and wanted fresh air but was denied that gift. During that 
time, I wanted to be outside and run around a field 
somewhere in sunlight. That translated into this poem 
which talks about a sky-blue heart full of freedom and 
seagulls. The reason why the heart is sky-blue is because it 
belongs in the vast sky which is really what I wanted to be 
under during that time of distress. I envisioned that this 
uneasy knot in my chest was the desire for freedom and it 
wants to fly towards a sunset horizon.

i guess it’s a widespread apathy 
among this body then 
the lack of appetite 
for anything more than what is needed 
this is the worst part 
standing still in your own body 
until your eyes dry out 
to only blink and have a lifetime pass 
it’s a terrifying idea  
but it’s the truth 
it’s life and then some 
 
Evan Wang  

Meaning: The conflict and problem presented within this 
poem has become more relevant to society lately with a lot of 
people being pressured to succeed due to the abundance of 
choices and opportunities we have nowadays. This poem talks 
about feeling useless against the progress of time and feeling 
like you’ll achieve nothing by the end of your life. It’s scary to 
have that feeling of not wanting more, not wanting to do more 
and be more. Because once you’re in that state of mind, you 
will forever be stuck in one position and still for your entire 
lifetime. Lesson being, take chances.



waterfalls were procured on 
me 
but the droplets ran off my 
skin 
i no longer dance away 
from the raining doom 
i dance within it 
letting it grace my fingertips  
and flicking it off  
such is sailing through 
tragedies  
with a smile in the face of 
grief  
 
gliding - Evan Wang  
 

Meaning: This poem talks about how someone can no 
longer fear or stress over a single problem when they 
experienced it too many times. When troubles arise and 
present themselves many times, you get used to it and learn 
to flick it off. You learn not to hide from the nightmare but 
to face it and get it over with, which is shown in the last line, 
“such is sailing through tragedies with a smile in the face of 
grief”.

i have a diver’s fear 
of rising out of the water 
within a dark cave 
and being hit with the 
weight 
and realization 
that the water surface 
is no longer letting you out 
how far can you dive below 
until the ocean says no 
how far can you dive 
into the well of yourself 
before you’re forever chained 
within the regrets and 
uncertainty 
of unknown spaces 
 
diver’s fear - Evan Wang

Continued on next page

Meaning: I’ve always wondered a lot about “how far is too 
far?” in many situations. In this poem, I wrote about the 
dangers of exploring and taking chances. With every choice 
you make, there is a risk, and that risk may be extremely 
damaging to many things. To live a fulfilled life doesn’t mean 
you can’t ever settle or have some sort of routine, and so 
taking chances is fine as long as you don't go overboard with 
it, because then life becomes way more complicated. 

!



Looking Through the Nox Side of 
the Hogwarts Houses 

By Erin Bartley, 7th Grade - Mariners

Throughout your whole life, you have most likely heard of 
the Harry Potter Series. If you haven’t heard about it, this is 
a book series that has a total of 7 books and 8 movies to go 

with the books. It is about a boy named Harry that 
discovers he is a wizard. If you have heard of this series, you 

probably know what Hogwarts Houses are. They are 
basically a group of people that share qualities that describe 

who you are. These houses are Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, 
Ravenclaw, and Slytherin. The qualities of each house are 

brave, chivalry, daring, hardworking, patient, loyal, 
intelligent, wise, observation, ambitious, cunning, and 

resourceful.  Just like the real world, there are always going 
to be stereotypes for the Hogwarts houses, why people 
think those are true, people that break them, and the 

mistreatment that they get from them. 

Life’s a Struggle when Your a Muggle

Let’s start off with what the stereotypes are for each 
house. For Gryffindor, people always think that they are 
the good guys in any scenario. Some of the Gryffindors 

are pure evil like Peter Pettigrew but we will get into that 
later. Another stereotype about Gryffindors is that they 

are a very social house. Not all Gryffindors were very 
social and always talking to others, and an example would 

be Neville Longbottom at the beginning of the series 
when he was very hesitant and scared when he caught the 
Golden Trio up past the time that they should’ve been in 

the common room.

As for Slytherin, they have the most stereotypes than any of 
the houses, but I’ll just give you the main one that I hear the 
most often. This is that all Slytherins are villains and are all 

evil. I, personally, know a bunch of people that are Slytherins 
and they are very kind people rather than them being evil, but 
in the books, we never really get a redemption arc from any of 
the Slytherins such as Draco Malfoy who should have gotten 
one in Deathly Hallows when his parents told him to come 

over to them when Voldemort said Harry was dead. A 
Ravenclaw stereotype is that they are all smart. Yes, a quality 
of Ravenclaw is intelligence but some Ravenclaws are very 

creative and that’s how they are in the house. Luna Lovegood 
really shows the quality of creativity for this house with her 

fashion like the lion hat that she made to support the 
Gryffindor Quidditch team. For Hufflepuff, people always 

seem to think that they are very boring to be with. Half of my 
friends are Hufflepuffs and they are some of the best people 
to hang around with. Not all people think these stereotypes, 

but these are things that I have heard from personal 
experience anytime I ask what they think about each house. 

Don’t Let the Muggles Get You Down 

Most people that believe these stereotypes are true are just 
people who haven’t even read the books, but some people 

that have read the books also believe these are true. The 
reason people think they are correct is because for 

Gryffindor, they only focus on The Golden Trio rather than 
other Gryffindors. If they focused on other Gryffindors like 
Neville Longbottom, then people might not believe they are 

true. As for Slytherin, none of them were given a proper 
backstory.



Only Voldemort was given a backstory in the graveyard but 
it wasn’t that good one because we only saw his dad’s side, 

how his mother was madly in love with him, and him at the 
orphanage. We could have gotten the idea on how his 

mother and father met and more of his mom’s side of the 
family. For Ravenclaw and Hufflepuff, they didn’t get as 
much time in the books as the other houses. They both 

could have had gotten some more characters to make people 
believe that the stereotypes aren’t true at all, but all the 

characters we were given were just people to fill in plot for 
the story like Cedric Diggory and Cho Chang(Harry’s first 

crush).I just wish that all of the houses could have more 
story to them because if they did it could change people’s 

minds on the Hogwarts houses. 

I Solemnly Swear that I’m Up to No Good

There are plenty of characters that make sure that these 
stereotypes aren’t true. Like what I said in the paragraph that I 
talked about what the stereotypes are, a Gryffindor that is the 
opposite of what people think they are is Peter Pettigrew. The 

Gryffindor that betrayed Lily and James and sold their 
location out to Voldemort. Pettigrew is the best example 

because no Gryffindor was labeled as “the bad guy” except for 
him for this house. For Slytherin, it has one of my favorite 

characters but wasn’t really in the books or in the movies, and 
that person is Andromeda Black/Tonks. The mother of 

Nymphadora Tonks and sister of both Bellatrix Lestrange and 
Narcissa Malfoy, got “erased” from the pure-blood, Slytherin, 
Black family because she married a Muggle-Born(Ted Tonks). 

She was the only one that believed that all of the magical 
people should be equal, so she doesn’t fit the stereotype of 

Slytherin completely.

Gilderoy Lockhart was a Ravenclaw and didn’t fit most of 
them. He only got put into this house because of his 

specialty in memory spells and that he wanted to because 
the sorting hat takes your opinion on what house you go 

into like what we saw when Harry was being sorted. Cedric 
Diggory’s story in Cursed Child would have to be one of the 

biggest reasons why these houses don’t fit the stereotypes.  
If a Hufflepuff would only be good and not useful, then 
Cedric wouldn’t be a Hufflepuff because he becomes a 

Death Eater and kills Neville Longbottom in the screenplay, 
“Cursed Child”. Since these characters exist, it makes it so 

none of these stereotypes are true. 

This is a picture of Andromeda Black/Tonks. She was never shown in the 
movies, so we never got a good visual of what she looked like until this 

picture came out. All of the Black sisters look pretty different, but she is 
the one that looks like she isn't related to them. 



Mischief Managed, Maybe?
The houses get mistreated often and they don’t deserve it at all. People that 

hate on Gryffindors think that they're overrated and I say that it is the 
opposite . Yes, pretty much everyone at the start of reading the books 

probably wanted to be in Gryffindor rather than the rest of the houses, 
but that doesn’t mean that people can now say that they are overrated. 
Anytime I ask someone what house they would be in, people never say 

Slytherin and when I ask them why they just say that they’re all horrible 
people. In my humble opinion, I think Slytherin is one of the coolest 

houses to be in and I don’t think that they're that evil besides Voldemort. 
The mistreatment that Ravenclaws and Hufflepuffs get aren’t really in the 
books but in real life. As stated in the books, the Ravenclaw house’s colors 

are blue and bronze while their mascot is the eagle. Anytime I see 
Ravenclaw merch at any store, it always is blue and silver with a raven. The 

reason is because the movies changed the colors to blue and silver with a 
raven rather than keeping the original colors and mascot which is 

completely wrong to do. They should have kept it because they were 
trying to keep the movies as realistic as possible, so they would need the 

right colors and mascot. For Hufflepuffs, there isn’t a lot of merchandise 
for them. People that make merchandise really only produce Gryffindor 

and Slytherin stuff because they are the main houses in the books. I get so 
mad because every house should get an equal amount of merchandise. 

There’s plenty more mistreatment but those were the major ones that I see 
in real life all the time. 

Brave, hardworking, creative, and ambitious are the qualities that are true 
for each person that belongs to each one of the Hogwarts houses. If you 

have read the books or just watched the movies, you probably have 
thought of at least one of these stereotypes for any of the houses. With 

what you have just read, I bet you are now rethinking about what you said. 
When I first watched the movies, I even thought some of these stereotypes 
were true until I got more deep into the fandom.  Now what you should 
do is log onto the Wizarding World website and take the official sorting 

hat quiz to find what house you are in without thinking about the 
stereotypes you thought about before. I have only one thing left to say, 

Lumos! 

!
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Finding St. Simons Island 
By Shaelyn Jordan, 7th Grade - Navigators

          With bright blue waters surrounding this 12 mile long 
vacation friendly island, St. Simons Island, GA is sure to be 
your next summer vacation spot. Unique attractions such as 

carved face trees, a historic lighthouse, and an enjoyable 
waterpark, are scattered all over the surface of the island. St. 
Simons also has lots of dining options and fishing spots that 
are perfect for a jovial vacation with your family. Continue 
reading to find out more about what St. Simons is, when to 

travel there, interesting attractions, and more fun facts in 
order to plan your perfect trip. 

What is St. Simons Island?  

St. Simons Island is a beautiful island right off the coast of 
the Peach State - Georgia (The Lodge). The island is the 
second largest barrier island located in the Golden Isles 

(Golden Isles Georgia). Even though it is on the coast, it's 
beautifully blue beaches are only about 80 miles away from 

the well known city of Savannah (GoogleMaps). As for 
attractions, the island is greatly known for its historic 

lighthouse that attracts many visitors each year. It is the 
perfect mix of a small town feel and yet an upbeat and fun 

vacation spot for you and your family to enjoy.             

Map of St. Simons Island, GA (Cooper) 

Magnificent Months 

There are many months that are ideal to travel to St. Simons. The best 
time (weather wise) to travel to St. Simons is in the time period of 

March and April. It is quite humid however the average temperature 
during this time is 66 degrees which is perfect for outdoor and indoor 

activities. Although, if you are looking for something slightly hotter it is 
recommended to go in May-December. This is because it is very hot 
during these months which makes for the perfect time to go to the 

beach, waterpark, etc. Between the months of January and February is 
where the coldest temperatures lie. Swaying between the lowest 

temperature of 30 degrees all the way up to the highest temperature of 
79 degrees. Because it can be cold during this time of year, if you go to 

the island it will most likely be more scarce in terms of how many 
people will be there. This can make your vacation better overall. It all 

depends on what your preferences are in terms of temperature because 
St. Simons is great all year long! All information found from 

(TripHobo). 



Activities Galore 

Another thing to note is that there are many fun attractions 
that are located on St. Simons. The St. Simons Lighthouse 
is one of them. The lighthouse has lots of historical charm 

to it which enhances the fact that you can look out over the 
island and see the beautiful blue water below you. Not only 

is this the oldest brick structure on the island but it is also 
used as an operations light for the U.S. Coast Guard 

(Explore St. Simons Island) . On the ground floor of the 
lighthouse is a museum that is notable for its historical 

aspects. 

St. Simons Island Lighthouse and Museum 
(Anderson) 

A less historic option to accommodate the more outdoors-y 
type would be to fish. The pier right off of St. Simons’ own 

Pier Village is the perfect place to go fishing or crabbing 
(Explore St. Simons Island). Crabbing is like fishing but 

instead of a rod you use a net or a crab line to collect crabs 
from the ocean. If you’re looking to quench your thirst or 
your hunger, St. Simons has lots of great dining options 
available. After you’re done fishing at the pier, a couple 

steps away is Pier Village. Pier Village has tons of restaurants 
and shops to choose from. From pizza to chocolate 

croissants and coffee, Pier Village will be sure to suit all your 
hungry needs. Also, it’s an island so it’s surrounded by 

water which makes for the perfect beach trips. Right off the 
beach is Neptune Park Fun Zone which is a waterpark that 

is perfect for a hot day in the sun! The island 
unquestionably has lots of attractions to entice all types of 

people. 
 

St. Simons Pier Village (Pinterest) 



Unique Elements 
In addition to fun attractions, St. Simons has many unique 

things about it. For example, did you know that the 
population of St. Simons is 16,406? I bet you didn’t! 
Another unique thing that is sure to catch your eye is 

chickens! St. Simons locals have chickens which aren't weird 
or interesting but guess what is; when they put them on 

leashes and walk them down downtown Pier Village! Have 
you ever seen a chicken on a leash? I bet not but if you go to 

St. Simons, it might be your lucky day! 

St. Simons Pier Village Chicken on a Leash (Jordan) 

The island has another interesting thing about it too. It has 
20 tree spirits carved into trees. In the 1980’s an artist named 

Keith Jennings carved these trees to make his mark on the 
island. The meaning behind these carvings are not known 

for sure however the old legend is that they were made to, “. 
. . immortalize the countless sailors who lost their lives at 

sea,” according to GoldenIsles. From chickens on leashes to 
historic carvings in trees, St. Simons has many fun things to 

explore. 

Overall, St. Simons has lots of interesting attractions to 
visit, seasonal benefits, and many unique things about it. 
If you’re planning a trip to St. Simons, it is important to 
know these ideas before you go. Now, all there is left to 

do is to book your flight and get packing! 

!
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March Book 
Recommendations  

By Evan Wang, 8th Grade - Andor

Becoming by Michelle Obama 
“Becoming” by Michelle Obama is a memoir written by the 
First Lady herself. Being a #1 bestseller, “Becoming” became 
an instant hit within the book community. Written about 
Michelle’s story from meeting Barack Obama to the end of 
his 8 year presidential term, this book inspired many people 

around the world and added to Michelle’s reputation as a 
wonderful motivational speaker. The cover is simple yet 

beautiful and it looks incredible on your bookshelf. It is a 
must have for me. 

Sweetdark by Savannah Brown 
This is my first poetry collection recommendation ever on 
this newspaper so I hope you’ll take some interest within 

this collection. Sweetdark by Savannah Brown is a collection 
of poetry that dives into the topics of finding sweetness in 
darkness. There are often so many beautiful things in our 
lives that also inhabit the dark things. They’re one and the 
same and they sometimes become present all in the same 

breath. This poetry collection requires thought to read so if 
you’re looking for modern poetry or poetry that is easy to 
digest, look towards collections like “Milk and Honey” or 

“Stuff I’ve Been Thinking Recently” by Alicia Cook. 



Shadow and Bone by Leigh Bardugo
“Shadow and Bone” by Leigh Bardugo is getting a Netflix 
adaptation that is coming fairly soon, so it seems fitting to 
recommend this book right now. “Shadow and Bone” is 

one of the first books I read when I started to get into 
reading. It has a world of its own called the “grisha-verse” 
which is a world full of powerful magicians that are sorted 
by class and power. This book catapulted Leigh Bardugo 
into an established author and welcomed its predecessors 

“Siege and Storm” and “Ruin and Rising”. In “Shadow and 
Bone”, we’ll see the rise of a light summoner in a world 

plagued by darkness. 

!

 

Drivers License by Olivia Rodrigo 
(Review)  

By Evan Wang, 8th Grade, Andor 

By now, we probably have all heard about the tear-jerker that is “Drivers 
License” by Olivia Rodrigo, the former Disney “Highschool Musical” 

star. She seemingly came out of the blue with this song and shot straight 
up the Billboard Hot 100, landing at the top spot and securing her the 
record of the youngest artist to debut at the top of the charts, a feat so 

rarely achieved. Amassing 76.1 million streams in the U.S. due to 
platforms such as Tik Tok, Olivia has shown all her peers what could be 

done. Being heavily inspired by Taylor Swift and Lorde, Olivia has 
incorporated the writing style of Taylor Swift within her song and taken 

on the sound of Lorde within the bridge of “Drivers License”. With a 
pounding beat yet somber sound, Rodrigo has proven herself to be a 

talented vocalist as her voice fueled each line of the song with emotion, 
“Red lights, stop signs. I still see your face in the white cars, front 

yards…” 



The song’s success can be partially attributed to the 
rumored drama surrounding it, but it doesn’t take away 

from the hit it has become. The song alone has boosted the 
popularity of her peers’ works such as “Lie Lie Lie” by 

Joshua Bassett and “Skin” by Sabrina Carpenter. “Drivers 
License” exemplifies expert songwriting as it describes 

young love at its finest by having the character within the 
song getting their driver's license at a young age. There are 

many questions circling around people’s minds. Will Olivia 
Rodrigo be the next Taylor Swift or will she become her 

own name? Will she be a one-hit wonder or will she be the 
artist we need in these dire times? “Drivers License” is the 

biggest single of this year so far, but will she keep on 
impressing or did she hit her peak already? There are many 
unknowns that come with a rising star. All we know is that 
the “All I Want” singer is making her way to stardom at just 

18 years old, and that alone should be applauded. 
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If you or anyone you know is interested in joining the 
Newspaper Club please email Mr. Kaplan at 

skaplan@umasd.org 
 

New writers are always welcome!


